Bridging the gap for lesbian youth: making our community their community.
This conceptual contribution expands upon the relevant literature regarding adolescent identity development, generally, as well as highlighting the specific tasks and challenges associated with identifying as a lesbian, gay, or bisexual (LGB) youth. Social support and community are discussed as important components of a healthy LGB identity, and the latter half of the article addresses barriers that are specific to lesbian youth when seeking community and/or social support. These barriers may be broadly construed as: the elusiveness of a centralized community, identity politics, and a lack of individual responsibility among those already involved in the community. Each barrier is discussed in detail and suggestions for decreasing the barriers are proposed.